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MARY RAFTERY - 
OUR CHAMPION
An extraordinary woman and an 
honourable individual.  Few people 
rocked the complacency of the 
state and church as she did in her 
short life.  Her role as a journalist 
she believed...  “was to give a voice 
to the voiceless”.  But, as survivors 
of institutional abuse knew, she 
achieved much more than that for 
us.  She gave us our freedom, she 
liberated us from the dark corners 
of Irish life that held dark secrets 
and enslaved us to brutal treatment, 
sexual exploitation and an 
existence that damaged the human 
dignity of the individual. Most of us 
had given up hope that our 
treatment at the hands of savages 
and paedophiles would never see 
the light of day.
Then came Mary’s States of Fear 
and Suffer Little Children and the 
rest is history.  
Her life was cut short by an illness 
that she bore with courage and 
quietness of spirit.  
However, in her quest to expose 
unfairness, injustice and wrongdo-
ing her spirit was restless.  Mary 
was indeed a fighter to the end.  
From the bottom of our hearts a 
simple thanks!                                

- On the 20th December 2012 in 
the Granville Hotel in Waterford we 
had our first AGM of the new Right 
of Place Second Chance.  The 
Mayor had given a commitment to 
open the event but as we under-
stand it he was unavoidably 
detained in Dublin.
 
- It was nice to see survivors from all 
the regions that we work for in 
attendance.  A good few of them 
took advantage of the special rate 
offered to our members in this first 
class hotel.

- The minutes can be found on our 
website and can be downloaded at 
www.rightofplace.com
 
- It is our intention this year to hold 
our AGM in either Limerick or 
Galway.  The reason for this is our 
policy of openness, transparency, 
and inclusiveness for our members.  
This AGM will improve a little more 
on the social side of this event.  In 
the form of better hotel accommo-
dation prices, a band and some free 
food for all those who attend.  So, 
already we are looking forward to 
this years’ AGM.
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ELIGIBILITY; Those eligible for 
assistance from the Fund will be 
those former residents who were 
offered awards from the Residen-
tial Institutions Redress Board or 
who received awards pursuant to 
court actions and who would 
otherwise have received awards 
from the Redress Board.

FUNCTIONS/PROVISIONS OF THE 
FUND; The principle function of the 
Fund will be to make arrange-
ments for the provision of 
approved services to support the 
needs of former residents and to 
pay grants to former residents to 
assist them to avail of approved 
services.

- Approved services will include (a) 
Counselling (b) Psychological 
support (c) Mental health (d) Social 
services (e) Educational (f) 
Housing services as the Fund may 
determine.
- The Fund will also promote 
understanding of the effects of 
abuse on former residents among 
service providers and will evaluate 
the effectiveness of the approved 
services in meeting the needs of 
former resident.
The amount available to the fund 
will be £110 million
- The Fund will seek to achieve the 
most beneficial, effective and 
efficient use of the resources 
available to it.

APPLICATIONS; Provision is 
included in the General Scheme to 
allow the Residential Institutions                                       

SOME DETAILS REGARDING THE 
TRUST FUND

Redress Board advise the
Statutory Fund of the name, 
address and the date of birth of 
award recipients.  Such a 
provision will allow the Fund to 
confirm applicants’ eligibility.

- The Fund will determine the 
extent of, and the conditions 
attaching to, the provision of 
approved services. 
- It will determine the criteria it will 
use to make decisions and will 
publish these criteria.  It will 
determine the application process 
and will be able to refuse applica-
tions not made in accordance with 
the approved process.
- Right of Place Second Chance; 
Our View of the above.  
In response to enquiries from our 
members for assistance in 
understanding this Fund and how 
it is going to benefit survivors we 
have decided to engage with this 
Fund in order to support our 
members to draw down what they 
are entitled to from this Fund.
As you can see from the above 
heading under Applications the 
Fund has yet to determine the 
extent of and the conditions 
attaching to the provision of 
approved services.  It has to 
determine the criteria it will use to 
make decisions – which has not 
been done yet!  So until this is 
finalised by the department, we 
have no clear details on what it is 
you can apply for.  For further 
information, you can ring up any 
of our offices.

OUR FIRST AGM

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
Exhibition of Paintings, 
Prose, and Poetry

- This exhibition is to take 
place in the Waterford 
Library on the 28th - 4th 
June 2012 and is to feature 
works of painting prose 
and poetry completed by 
people who were in these 
institutions and suffered in 
these institutions and is a 
reflection of those experi-
ences.

- While we have some 
works we would welcome 
other works from survivors. 
This is a chance for you to 
bring awareness of the 
struggle of your experi-
ences to the general 
public.

- For more information on 
the idea please contact 
Micheal Walsh on 051 
841819  and he will explain 
the thinking behind this 
creative idea.       

RETURN OF THE ANNUAL 
MASS FOR SURVIVORS 
AND DECEASED 
SURVIVORS 
- This Mass will be held in St 
John’s Church in Waterford City.  
Bishop Lee will be conducting this 
service, at 3;30 on Saturday 10th 
March 2012.
- A bus service will be available 
to our members free of charge 
from the Cities of Cork, Galway, 
Limerick and the towns of 
Tralee, and Clonmel: Depending 
on demand.  So if you are going 
to attend it is important that you 
ring any of your regional offices 
and confirm your booking 
immediately.
- Food and music will be provided 
after the mass and at approxi-
mately  7pm the buses will return 
you home.
- We are delighted to facilitate our 
members who have held on to 
their faith and to demonstrate that 
our organisation is inclusive and 
supportive of all faiths and none.
- Next year as part of our inclusive-
ness and desire to support our 
regions the mass will be held in, 
either, Cork, Limerick or Galway.

Please see below for diagram-
matic organisation of memos; 
Early Theoretical organisation as 
published in Mrs. Martina 
O’Riordan’s (Former member of 
the offices of the National Suicide 
Research Foundation) and study 
entitled: “Suicidal behaviour 
among people who resided in Irish 
State Institutions during Child-
hood.”
We have included this diagram as 
it offers an excellent understand-
ing of the difficulties faced by 
those of us who suffered appalling 
abuses in state run Institutions. It 
is also a reference guide to non  
Survivors who can have an impact    
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  on Survivors lives as it allows for
greater clarity and easier opportu-
nity for understanding the history
and legacy of institutional Abuse.
We would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank Martina for 
this excellent work as this thesis 
will enable state bodies (and 
others) to understand one area in 
the complex lives of many 
Survivors. We would also like to 
stress to Martina, that we were 
delighted to have been of 
assistance in this important and  
worthwhile research and to again 
re-iterate if we can help highlight  
and help the wider public 
understand the needs of 
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 Survivors, we are always happy 
to participate.

Professionalism

Please note that we will continue 
to improve upon our professional 
approach to providing supports 
for Survivors. We are conscious 
and aware that only the best is  
good enough for Survivors of 
institutional abuse by providing a  
world class service. As such, our 
staff will be undertaking continu-
ous training over the course of the 
year to improve upon their skills 

 and abilities to help you, our 
members. 
It is also important to learn from 
other organisations best practise 
to help us  ensure we are provid-
ing a world class service to 
Survivors. It is with this in mind 
that we again re-iterate that we 
have people who work for our 
organisation who are Survivors, 
who are dependants and who are 
professionals. This is no different 
from the many  organisations, that 
work on behalf of the marginalised 
in society.  Training and up-skilling 
are part of this desire to be the 
best in our field.


