
2025 Letter from the Chairperson
Right of Place Second Chance continues its vital mission of supporting survivors of
institutional child abuse and their families across Ireland with empathy, commitment, and
dignity.
In 2025, we have seen a continued increase in demand for our services, alongside a
notable rise in enquiries relating to the additional supports announced for survivors
earlier in the year. While these measures, including funeral grants, priority housing, and the
HAA medical card, were a welcome development following the survivors’ hunger strike
outside Dáil Éireann in November. Many survivors have expressed concern and
uncertainty due to the absence of a clear rollout date. As an organisation, we have been
actively supporting survivors in navigating this uncertainty while advocating for clarity and
timely implementation.
Throughout the year, we continued to liaise closely with the Office of the Special Advocate,
raising key concerns being experienced by survivors on the ground. In November, we were
pleased to attend the “Connect and Collaborate” conference organised by the Special
Advocate. This event brought together a wide range of organisations and highlighted the
breadth of supports and services available to survivors both in Ireland and internationally. It
was an important opportunity to strengthen relationships, share knowledge, and reinforce
a collective commitment to supporting survivors.
We also continued our work supporting survivors with applications to the Mother and Baby
Home Payment Scheme. While progress has been made, we have seen an increase in
concerns relating to housing insecurity and ongoing difficulties in accessing
medical cards, issues which remain central to the wellbeing of many survivors.
As always, our work is guided by the voices and experiences of survivors. Their strength
and resilience continue to shape our services and drive our advocacy. As needs evolve, we
remain committed to standing alongside survivors and ensuring their rights are upheld.
I wish to extend my sincere thanks to our staff, volunteers, and Board of Directors. Your
dedication and compassion are at the heart of everything we do.
Together, we move forward, ensuring that no survivor is left behind.

Fiona Long
Chairperson
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